
WAB AGM 2026 - MINUTES 
14th June 2026. 12.00, Junction 28 Rally, Post Mill Centre, Alfreton. 

 

MEETING OPENING AND PRESIDENTS WELCOME 

 
Kevin Hale, G0AKH, Hon. President, opened the meeting at 12.05, (and albeit not heard initially by 

online attendees due to the secretary having finger trouble with zoom!), welcomed all, and started 
by mentioning the success of the annual awards but that we should not be so reliant upon Dave, 

G4IAR, to come up with ideas, and we would welcome suggestions from the wider membership. 
The usual minute of silent reflection was held in honour of those members no longer with us.  
 

PRESENT 

 

David Brooks, G4IAR  Judith Brooks, G4IAQ  Paul Lewis, M1AIB 
Kevin Hale, G0AKH   Tony Beardsley, G3XKT  Kevin Hale, 2E0KJD  
Kerie Kay Gibson, 2E0LHF  Nigel Ferguson, G0BPK  Emily Parrish, 2E0AEQ 

Edward Parrish, 2E0NSR  Samantha White, SWL  Irene Beardsley, SWL 
  
Joining Via Zoom 
Dave Dolling, G0FVH  Ian Evans, GI0AZB,   Esther Harper, GI0AZA 
Graham Taylor, G4JZF  Steve Richards, G4HPE  Bill Tinion, M0DXT 
John Allan, G4LTH   Malcolm Rivers, G0VIM   
 

Sharon Lewis, M8SHZ, kindly remained in the rally area to “man” the WAB stand. 
 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies were received from the following members. 

Andy Sutton, GM6ZAK,  Peter DeStoop, ON2WAB,  Philip Hosey, MI0MSO 

Subsequently also from Steve Richards, G4HPE, who had dropped out part way through due to 

limited network coverage. 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS AGM 

Previously circulated to committee and on the public WAB groups.io page the minutes og AGM 

2025 were accepted. 

 Proposed – Dave Brooks, G4IAR  Seconded – Tony Beardsley, G3XKT 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE 

 

Reports were received from committee. Where reports were received electronically in advance, 

they are reproduced in full and unaltered below. It should however be noted that these reports 
were submitted in advance of the AGM, and that events just prior to AGM, to be referred to in 
committee elections in due course are not reflected. 

 



Secretary 

This is going to be much as last year, though hopefully somewhat shorter! 

It is two years now since I made clear my wish to step down as Secretary, and yet here we are 
again inundated with offers.….. NOT!!  

I am still of the opinion that there are others among the membership who could do a far better, 
and certainly more efficient job than I do for the group. The work of Secretary is not particularly 

onerous, with this year again no correspondence, and essentially just the AGM and one main 
committee meeting per year to deal with, however, the short brief periods of workload for those 
two meetings can be challenging for me at times whilst still holding down a full time job, and 

finding time for other interests in the world that really does exist outside WAB and Amateur Radio! 

Aside from Secretarial matters, I continue and, (and would like to continue regardless of whether 

I continue as Secretary or not), to enjoy supporting WAB out and about when I can. Since last 
AGM I was unfortunately unable to attend Hamfest due to work, (and their dates changing), but 
did attend Convention and Blackpool Rally. I am pleased to say I will be able to attend both 

Hamfest and Convention later this year. 

I would finally again like to take the opportunity to remind folk that not only are we are all 

volunteers, all doing the best we can, but that we are none of us getting any younger, and sooner 
or later the survival of the group will come down to whether folk are willing to step up and take 

on committee positions. 

 

Treasurer 

This is the report to the end of the financial year at 31st March 2026. Our current balance is 
£2268.41 with the full balance of the PayPal account having been transferred to the current 

account.   
 
Other than our charitable donations, the main items of expenditure since the last meeting were 

for trophies and a stock of pens, the latter which should last for several years.  
 

As previously agreed, books and awards are now sent out second class post. This has helped to 
keep the postage costs down, despite the best attempts of The Royal Mail, who have hiked the 

prices twice since the last AGM. 
 
Our main sources of income are fairly consistent with those of last year, and it is good to note a 

bit of an increase in the book income. This has been helped by some good results at rallies and 
the RSGB Convention. We also had a good result from a talk at the Bolsover club. Sharon, Judith, 

Paul and myself have represented WAB at the rallies and Convention, if anyone else has a burning 
desire to cover a local rally, I’m sure arrangements can be made 
 

Last year I mentioned at it would not be economically viable to commercially print log books when 
the current stock runs out, but having done some costings, they can be done, albeit slowly on the 

group’s Ecotank printer, at a very reasonable cost. I have access to a binding machine. 
 

The investment shows a reasonable capital gain this time around. It was showing a larger gain 
until a certain president decided to take pot-shots at Iran. The income from it is pretty much the 
same.  

 



Our donations this year went to Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust, (Accountants choice), 
RAIBC, Help for Heroes, (in memory of Alan, G0RCI), MND Association and Air Ambulances UK. 

The sum of £500 each was donated, totalling £2,500. 
 

Whilst it won’t show on these accounts, I will mention that as this year’s trophy bill is well down 
on the previous one, it was felt that we could make a further donation of £500 and this will go to 

Support Dogs, a small charity for which Paul, G0KAO volunteers. 
 
I will end with the usual acknowledgement that it is thanks to the legacy from Norman, G1NTW, 

that we can keep down cost of the scheme to members. 
 

73, Dave, G4IAR 

 

Membership 

Dated  :  14/06/26. 
 

Since the last Committee meeting in February, we sold 17 books and 9 book numbers. 
 
14 new members have joined in that time. 

 
Since the last AGM  in June 2025 we have sold 101 books and 57 book numbers. 

75 new members have joined during that time. (Dave suggested at this point that perhaps poor 
conditions this year was keeping uptake low, Hon. Sec. stated that we could add three more due 

to sales that morning, which had increased to five by the end of the rally!) 
 
NB :  The cost of posting a book package (UK)  has remained at £1.55. 

 
The book update mailing list stands at 525 users.  

 
Note : Emails that bounce back three times, are removed from the list. 
 



Best Regards. 
David  G0FVH. 

 

Awards Manager 

Since the last AGM a total of 864 awards have been issued, as compared with the 1368 issued 

during the previous equivalent period. The largest contributary factor in this downturn is the 

uptake of the yearly award. This saw a total of 181 stages of the award issued as opposed to 924 

for the Emerald Anniversary, the previous year. Let’s hope the uptake for the Squares & Members 

2026 Award is a little better! 

The breakdown of awards issued is on a separate sheet, circulated at this meeting. This includes 

all stages of each award.  

The book holder-based awards continue their downward slide. They used to be one of the most 

popular as they were simple to attain. Why their popularity has declined, I don’t know. Perhaps 

we’ll have to emphasise these a bit more to the members.  

The Christmas Party, (another member-based award), is also going the same way, with only 5 

being issued this year. It may be time to have a look at this one. It has been going for 24 years so 

we’ve worked our way through the 12 days twice. 

The three new permanent awards, Postcodes, Multiband Squares and Historic Counties continue 

to tick along and the Trig Point Summer Saunter, with the Autumn Amble added later. generated 

quite a bit of interest. This year’s version, the Trig Point Trek is underway, with a few claims in 

already, although band conditions seem a little more challenging this year. 

The 40m planned net continues most days, conditions permitting. Thanks go to the regular 

suspects for their control. We really could do with a few more to share the load, so please give it 

a bit of thought. 

A comment was made on a net a few months ago, (walls have ears), that the committee was past 

its sell-by date. When posting on WAB’s media about the forthcoming AGM, I stressed that we 

could do with some “fresh blood”, but as usual, the words were not backed up by actions, so, for 

now, you are stuck with the same ageing faces. 

I will close as usual with thanks to the mobiles, portables and net controllers, without whom WAB 

could not function. 

Dave Brooks, G4IAR 

WAB Awards Manager. 

Summary of Awards Issued 

Annual Activity  28  17 

Book Numbers 4  6 

Channel Islands    2 

Christmas Party 5  12 

Coastal & Tidal 2015 4  21 



Decade  36  36 

DX 5  2 

Emerald Anniversary    764 

Historic Counties 29  44 

Islands 5  7 

Isle of Man    1 

Large Squares 9  14 

Members Award 3  3 

Monthly Members  150  31 

Multiband Squares  21  18 

Net Controller's Award 4    

Overseas Book-holders 3  1 

Postcode Award 12  8 

Special Event Stations  20  22 

Squares & Members 2026  62    

Squares Award 26  51 

Trig Point SS & AA  109    

Trig Point Trek 2026  5    

Trig Point Award 58  37 

VHF Challenge 21  21 

WAB (Old style)    1 

WAGI  3  21 

Winter Points  242  227 

 864  1368 

Contest Manager 

The comparative entry numbers for the last three years are given below : - (NB these figures are 

from June to June). 

 

    2025/2026  2024/2025  2023/2024 

50 MHz Phone   5                    6   7 

144 MHz Low Power   -   4   3 

144 MHz QRO   -   5   8 

144 MHz PHONE   4   -   - 

DX     13   7   3 

1.8 MHz Phone   4   7   6 

3.5 MHz Phone   15   11   13 

1.8/3.5/7 MHz Data   -   4   3 

7 MHz Phone    6   16   12 

 

Total Entries    47   60   55 

 

The drop in total entries can be partly explained by the dropping of the Data Contest and the 

combining ot the two 144 MHz contests into one. However the drop in 7 MHz entries from 16 to 6 



was surprising with the large amount of WAB activity on the band that day. Our contests continue 

to be publicised in the “Contest Calendar” in RadCom and on the RSGB news programme.  

There are some members who consider that contests are an unnecessary part of WAB although 

we do have a few stalwart members who are keen to enter all contests. This together with the 

difficulty of finding a replacement for myself makes me wonder if we should carry on with this 

aspect of WAB. However  if it is decided to carry on and no new contest secretary can be found, 

then I would be willing to carry on as contest secretary and remain on this committee. 

 

Tony Beardsley, G3XKT 

Publicity 

Greetings all. This will be a very short report. 
Dave and I, Paul and Sharon attended Blackpool, Newark and RSGB Convention since last year's 

AGM. Ian and Esther have attended the Northern Ireland rallies.  
The nets continue to be WAB's best publicity, with courteous behaviour being essential. 

Real-time online updates and chats are keeping the members alerted to imminent activity and 
David Dolling's weekly updates are a great medium for getting information to the membership. 
The WAB website is our permanent go-to for information and as a guide to anyone interested in 

the group. 
The AGM was announced in RadCom and I know that Tony always ensures that the contest dates 

are announced there also. 
 
73, Judith G4IAQ 

Internet Coordinator 

The introduction of the new permanent awards at the start of 2025 seems to have gone well, with 

claims rolling in, plus of course the 2026 Squares and Members Award and the Trigpoint Trek for 
the summer that have been added as well. Although most award updates are partially automated 
using a combination of spreadsheets, there is still quite a bit of cutting and pasting required for 

each update each week. 
 

Updates of new and amended book details, as well as award claim updates are normally done on 
Fridays when the two Daves send out the details. 

 
The forum gets very little use, as most ‘chat’ seems to be done on groups.io or Facebook, 
however, a few weeks ago I received an application for a new forum login from someone who 

doesn’t use social media, so it does still serve a purpose. Forum registration is a manual process 
due to the almost inevitable scourge of spam registrations. Manually adding details, whilst not 

ideal, is much more preferable than having a spam account posting undesirable messages in large 
quantities and having to delete them and block those accounts. 

 
Once again our thanks go to Chris Meadows G6KMQ, who provides our web hosting. 
 

Kevin Hale G0AKH 

Overseas / GI – (Summarised by Hon. Sec. at the meeting as Ian was driving!) 

Hello all, hope this short report finds you all well and enjoying the radio as we move through 

summer once again.   
 



Esther and I continue to be proactive with all things with all GI rallies attended with the WAB 
stand. We have also recently attended some club meetings, giving new licensees information on 

the WAB scheme.  
 

Since the last AGM there has been a few new additions to the WAB membership here and on the 
nets there can be heard a steady input from chasers and activators from all over the various 

squares in GI. Most active is Alwyn, GI0BFD who supplies many mid-week trig activations in 
Counties Tyrone and Fermanagh. Mid Ulster Amateur Radio Club have held various activations 
during the Spring and early Summer and they look to have several other events planned for July 

and August. 
 

Ian Evans GI0AZB and Esther Harper GI0AZA 

QSL Manager 

Since last year’s AGM I have continued to upload QSLs from paper sheets to eQSL, none of these 

are available even in Excel so it is a very slow process. Emailed QSL cards still come in via many 
different routes, but all are responded to asap if requested but I would like to remind all the eQSL 

is our preferred mode of electronic QSLs. Paper QSLs via the Bureau are preferred to posted 
paper QSLs.  Envelopes are up to date with RSGB Callsign managers, but a few have returned 
empty to me because the managers do not add additional tape to the envelope!  

 
Again, I would ask anyone who has been using the Club Calls to email an ADIF as it saves me so 

much time but if that is impossible, there is still an Excel file on our website on the WAB Callsign 
page that can be used instead. The regular users of the club calls G0FVH & G0AJH have it 

perfected so many thanks to you both! 
 

https://wab.intermip.net/Data/WAB%20Club%20Call%20Template.xlsx 
 

Any user who signs as /P or /M on the net and sends in an eQSL without the same or uses a 
completely different call on their eQSL will find the eQSL rejected. I will not be wasting time 

chasing down all variations to verify the eQSL.   
 

All files are uploaded to 8th June.  
 
Esther Harper 

GI0AZA 
qsl@worked-all-britain.org.uk 

 

COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

COMMITTEE 

 
Although in their reports, both the Hon. Sec. and Contest Manager had expressed their willingness 

to step back from the roles, both also stated their willingness to remain if required in the absence 

of any other volunteer, (In Tony’s case for as long as he can manage the keyboard!        ). 

 
The Hon. Sec. stated that up to that morning there had been no volunteers or nominations 

received for any committee role. However, during the morning just prior to AGM there had been a 
development!  

 

https://wab.intermip.net/Data/WAB%20Club%20Call%20Template.xlsx


Paul, M1AIB, was pleased to state that the development was the receipt that morning of a 
nomination to co-opt onto the committee Kevin Hale, (the northern one), 2E0KJD, and Kerie Kay 

Gibson, 2E0LHF. 
 

The Nominator and Proposer being Sharon, M8SHZ, the nomination was seconded unanimously by 
all committed members present! For formality, Judith Brooks, G4IAQ. 

 
The suggestion is that they will join initially as without portfolio members with a view initially to 
taking over the contest managers role from Tony, G3XKT, “once settled in” 

 
The committee as such therefore remain in post, but a warm welcome to Kerie and Kev who bring 

some much needed younger fresher faces to the committee!  

PRESIDENT 

 

Kevin Hale, G0AKH, having completed the maximum allowed 2 years in post as President stepped 
down. There had been a number of suggestions within committee as to who may take on the role 

with Esther Harper, GI0AZA, and Peter DeStoop, ON2WAB, both declining, however, Dave Dolling, 
G0FVH, finally admitted defeat and agreed to accept the post taking over from Kev with 
immediate effect. 

 
 Proposed by – Dave Brooks, G4IAR Seconded by – Paul Lewis, M1AIB 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

ADDITIONAL DONATION 

Since our committee met to decide upon charitable donations for the year, our trophy bill has 

come in somewhat below the previous one, therefore it was felt that we could make a further 

donation of £500 and this will go to Support Dogs, a small charity for which Paul, G0KAO 

volunteers. Paul had put forward this suggestion at last AGM which we undertook to consider 

when the time came. Unfortunately, it slipped past us when the “time came” but we are happy 

now to be able to redress that oversight. 

THANKS TO NET CONTROLLERS 

A suggestion had been received last minute by email to make sure of thanking those who do the 

sterling work of Net Control. Although thanks are made during the Award Managers report, we are 

happy to take the opportunity to thank, in particular, G0FVH, G0AJH, G0VIM, GM6ZAK, G0FGI, 

F4HZN as some of the most reliable and hard working Net Controllers. (See the awards issued for 

a little more on this subject). 

FEW WORDS FROM EMILY, 2E0AEQ. 

IN MEMORY OF HER FATHER, ROY THORNLEY, G1NUS, SK 

Roy was a stalwart member of WAB, in his time a committee member, including President for 2 

years, and a great mobile activator taking trips to GM and being among the first to extensively 

activate GI squares. Emily spoke from the heart of Roy’s passion for WAB and how this has been 

passed on to the family, and therefore in his honour would like to sponsor a WAB award. The 

committee members present thanked her for the kind words, and undertook to engage with Emily 

in all subsequent discussions over options for an award in Roy’s memory. 



PRESENTATION OF TROPHIES 

The Presentation of Trophies took place, handed out to those present by Dave Brooks, G4IAR, 

and Kev Hale, G0AKH.  

Annual Activity 

 
Karl Kruger, 2E0FEH   1481 Squares Worked   HF/Mixed 

Tony Beardsley, G3XKT  940 Squares Worked   HF/Mixed 
Jukka Kovanen, OH3GZ  1031 Squares Worked   Overseas 
Bob Copeland, G4PDF  573 Squares Worked   Data Modes 

Kerie Gibson, 2E0LHF  496 Squares Worked   Data Modes 
Kevin Hale, 2E0KJD   477 Squares Worked   Data Modes 

Bill Tinnion, M0DXT   225 Squares Activated   HF/Mixed 
Paul Helliwell, G0KAO  104 Squares Worked   VHF 
 

Coastal & Tidal Award  
 

Alistair Ross, 2M0WTB   40m SSB 
 

VHF Challenge 2025 
 
Bob Copeland, G4PDF   Mixed Bands/Modes 

Paul Helliwell, G0KAO   6m/2m Mixed Modes 
Ian Hodgkiss, G4ENH   2m FM 

 
Monthly Members Award 1st Trophy 

 
Tony Beardsley, G3XKT   Mixed Bands/Modes 
John Hornsby, G0AJH   LF Bands/Mixed Modes 

Tom Cromack, G0FGI   40m Band Mixed Modes 
Kevin Hale, 2E0KJD    Mixed Bands FT8 Mode 

Kerie Gibson, 2E0LHF   Mixed Bands FT8 Mode 
Bob Copeland, G4PDF   Mixed Bands Data Modes 

 
Monthly Members Award 2nd Trophy 
 

John Hornsby, G0AJH   LF Bands/Mixed Modes 
 

Monthly Members Award 3rd Trophy 
 
John Hornsby, G0AJH   LF Bands/Mixed Modes 

 
President’s Trophy    David Dolling, G0FVH 

 
144 MHz QRO Phone   2025 Mark Palmer, G0OIW 

 
Norman Marshall Trophy  2025 David Dolling, G0FVH 
 

Len Harvey G3ONT Trophy  2025 Pontefract & DARS, G3FYQ 
 

 
 



GM3VTY Shield 
 

2025 (Joint) Pontefract DARS, G3FYQ 
2025 (Joint) Paul Stott & Others, G4HEU 

 
LF Phone Contest - Single Operator Fixed 2025  Karl Kruger, 2E0FEH 

 
Founder’s Trophy 2025   Dave Brooks, G4IAR 
 

Frank Parkhurst Trophy 2025  G0AJH & G0FVH 
 

Bound Skerry Trophy 2025  GI0BFD & G0HEU 
 
President’s Keepsake 

 

Presented to Kevin Hale, G0AKH, to commemorate his year as WAB President 2025-26 

 

CLOSE OF MEETING 

There being no further business, Hon. Sec. on behalf of the absent, (in person), incoming 

President, closed the meeting at 12.59 

 


